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They shall grow not old,
As we that are left grow old,
Age shall not weary them,
Nor the years condemn,

At the going down of the sun,
And in the morning,

We will remember them.
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P As we move into May, [ would like to extend my sincere thanks and
19 appreciation to everyone who contributed to this year’s Anzac Day
commemorations. The lead-up to Anzac Day involves a tremendous
amount of planning, preparation, and behind-the-scenes work, and
~» once again our members and volunteers rose to the occasion. From
organising services and preparing the sub-branch and cenotaph, to
assisting on the day itself, your efforts ensured that the
commemorations were conducted with the dignity and respect they deserve.

This year’s commemorations were, by all accounts, bigger and better than last year, with a very strong
turnout from both the community and visiting guests. It was particularly pleasing to see so many younger
members of our community involved throughout the day. One of the personal highlights for me was the
inclusion of the Veteran’s Covenant Oath being read by local school children. Their participation served as a
powerful reminder that the spirit of remembrance continues to be passed on to future generations, ensuring
the sacrifices of our servicemen and women are never forgotten. While many Dawn Services throughout the
region faced challenges in securing Defence personnel for ceremonial duties, we are already looking ahead
and will do our best to have a Catafalque Guard in place for next year’s service. These ceremonial elements
add greatly to the solemnity and significance of the occasion, and we will continue working towards making
our commemorations the very best they can be.

[ would also like to thank everyone who attended and assisted at the recent Working Bee. It was extremely
heartening to see so many members willing to pitch in and contribute according to their individual abilities.
Whether tackling larger tasks or simply lending a helping hand where needed, every contribution made a
difference and demonstrated the strong sense of teamwork and camaraderie that exists within our Sub-
Branch. As always, thank you all for your continued support, dedication, and commitment to the Mount
Barker RSL Sub-Branch. It is through the efforts of our members and volunteers that we continue to maintain
a strong and respected presence within our community.

“The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step
~Lau Tzu
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) l . 5 [ am pleased to say that | am becoming much more confident and
/ , et QQ comfortable with the many duties and responsibilities that come
with the position. There is certainly always something happening

é@ within the Sub-Branch, and every week continues to provide new

experiences and learning opportunities.

It’s great to see some new faces stepping forward to lend a hand
around the Sub-Branch. Whether assisting at events, helping behind the scenes, or simply volunteering where
needed, your involvement is greatly appreciated. An organisation such as ours relies heavily on the support
and participation of its members, and it is encouraging to see more people becoming actively involved. Even
small contributions make a significant difference and help share the workload across the team.

Although Christmas may seem a long way off, preparations are already beginning for our 2026 Christmas
Raffle — yes, believe it or not, it is that time already! These events require a considerable amount of planning
and organisation well in advance, particularly when it comes to sourcing prizes and support from local
businesses. Over the coming months, we will begin canvassing businesses for donations and sponsorship, and
any assistance members can provide in this area would be most welcome. The continued generosity of our
local community plays a major role in the success of these fundraising activities, and we are very grateful for
that support.

As always, thank you to everyone who contributes their time, effort, and energy to the Sub-Branch. It is the
combined efforts of our members and volunteers that keep the organisation running smoothly and continue
to make it such a positive and welcoming place to be.
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[t is pleasing to report that the Sub-Branch remains in a sound
and stable financial position. While there are certainly times
when it may appear that we are spending a considerable
amount on maintenance, improvements, and activities, it is
important to remember that this is only possible because we
continue to maintain a steady and reliable income stream.
Careful financial management, combined with the strong
support of our members and community, ensures that our bank balance remains well and truly in the black.

A significant part of this ongoing financial stability comes from the hard work and dedication of our members
and volunteers who continue to support and run our regular fundraising and social activities. Our Bingo
sessions, Friday Night Dinners, BBQs, and most recently the Anzac Day commemorations, have all contributed
strongly to the Sub-Branch’s income. These events not only help financially, but also strengthen the
camaraderie and community spirit that are such an important part of our organisation. Thank you to
everyone who gives their time and energy to make these activities successful.

In the lead-up to Anzac Day, we were also fortunate to receive a very significant personal donation from a
member of the public. The generosity shown was both humbling and greatly appreciated, and I can honestly
say it had me racing to the bank before it could burn a hole in my pocket. Contributions such as these are a
wonderful reminder of the support and goodwill our community continues to show towards the RSL and the
work we do.

As always, we will continue to manage the Sub-Branch finances responsibly and prudently, ensuring we can
meet current needs while also planning for the future. Thank you once again to all members, volunteers, and
supporters whose continued involvement helps keep our organisation financially strong and sustainable.

“To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make you something else is the greatest
accomplishment.”
~ Emerson

Public Comments

In recent weeks and months, the Sub-Branch has been the subject of both positive and negative
commentary. Thankfully, the positive comments and support from our members, community, and
supporters have far outweighed the negative. As members of a proud national organisation, we all share a
responsibility to uphold the good name, values, and reputation of the RSL, both within our local community
and beyond.

[t is inevitable in any organisation that there will be people who believe things should be done differently,
or who may disagree with decisions, processes, or individuals. At times, there may even be situations where
personal grievances or vendettas are directed towards particular members, the Sub-Branch itself, or the
RSL more broadly. While such situations can be disappointing and, at times, frustrating, we cannot control
the thoughts, opinions, or actions of others. What we can control is the manner in which we respond.

It is important that we remain mindful of our words, actions, and conduct at all times — both as individuals
and as representatives of the organisation. There may be occasions when we feel a strong desire to respond
forcefully to comments or behaviour that are hurtful, unfair, or deliberately provocative. However, it is
essential that we maintain our composure, exercise restraint, and continue to uphold the high standards
and values expected of the RSL. Once we lower ourselves to responding in anger or hostility, we risk
diminishing both our own standing and that of the organisation we represent.

Should you hear or see comments directed towards individual members, the Sub-Branch, or the RSL in
general, please bring them to the attention of the President. Where a formal response is considered
necessary, it will be addressed appropriately and on a case-by-case basis. In many instances, however, the
wisest course of action is simply to let such comments “go through to the keeper” rather than giving
unnecessary attention or fueling the fire. By remaining measured, respectful, and united, we continue to
demonstrate the professionalism, dignity, and integrity that define our organisation.
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Australia Honours Vietnam Veteran with Medal for Gallantry

Nearly six decades after one of the fiercest
battles involving Australian forces during
the Vietnam War, former Australian Army
officer John O'Halloran has been formally
awarded the Medal for Gallantry (MG), one
of Australia’s highest military honours for
bravery in combat. The award recognises
acts of exceptional courage performed
under hazardous and life-threatening
circumstances, and for many veterans it
represents a significant acknowledgment of
the sacrifices made by Australian
servicemen in Vietnam.

Mr O’Halloran received the award at
Government House in Perth in recognition
of his extraordinary leadership and courage during Operation Bribie in Phuoc Tuy Province, South Vietnam, in
February 1967. At just 21 years of age and serving as a Second Lieutenant with 6th Battalion, Royal Australian
Regiment (6RAR), he led his platoon during an intense and chaotic engagement against a heavily armed Viet Cong
force concealed in dense jungle terrain.

Operation Bribie remains one of the most difficult and costly actions fought by Australian troops during the
Vietnam conflict. Australian forces came under devastating enemy fire from well-fortified positions, suffering
significant casualties and facing extremely dangerous conditions throughout the battle. Amid the confusion and
danger, O’Halloran demonstrated outstanding leadership, remaining calm under pressure while directing and
encouraging his men during the fierce fighting.

In one of the most remarkable moments of the engagement, O’'Halloran gave the order for his soldiers to “fix
bayonets and charge” against the enemy position. The action has since been recognised as the last Australian
fixed-bayonet charge in combat history. Despite the enormous risks involved, the charge helped break the enemy
resistance and prevented further losses amongst Australian troops.

Western Australia Governor Chris Dawson described the action as an extraordinary display of courage and
leadership under fire. Members of O’'Halloran’s platoon later became some of the most highly decorated
Australian soldiers to serve during the Vietnam War, reflecting both the intensity of the battle and the bravery
displayed by those involved.

The Medal for Gallantry is Australia’s third-highest decoration for gallantry and is awarded only in exceptional
circumstances. Since its introduction into the Australian honours system in 1991, relatively few Australians have
received the medal, highlighting the significance of the recognition bestowed upon Mr O'Halloran.

Speaking after the ceremony, Mr O’Halloran said he accepted the honour not only for himself, but also on behalf
of the men with whom he served. His comments reflected the humility shared by many veterans who continue to
place the focus on their comrades and the collective sacrifice of those who served alongside them.

For many within the veteran community, the award serves as a powerful reminder that acts of courage and
service are never forgotten, even many decades later. It also reinforces the enduring respect Australians continue
to hold for the men and women who have served the nation in times of conflict. The recognition of Mr
O’Halloran’s bravery stands as a tribute not only to one soldier, but to all Australians who served in Vietnam with
courage, professionalism, and dedication.



Australia’s Five Vietnam War Victoria Cross Recipients

The Vietnam War was one of the most challenging conflicts involving Australian forces during the twentieth
century. Between 1962 and 1973, almost 60,000 Australians served in Vietnam, often operating in dangerous and
demanding conditions against a determined enemy. Among those who served were five extraordinary soldiers
whose courage and self-sacrifice earned the Victoria Cross — the highest award for gallantry in the face of the
enemy.

Kevin Wheatley

Warrant Officer Class Two Kevin Wheatley was the first Australian awarded the Victoria Cross
during the Vietnam War. In September 1965, while serving as an adviser to South Vietnamese
forces, his unit came under heavy enemy attack. Despite intense fire, Wheatley repeatedly
exposed himself to danger while assisting wounded soldiers and organising a withdrawal.
When a fellow soldier was seriously wounded and unable to move, Wheatley refused to leave
him behind. He remained with the wounded man, continuing to fight until both were killed by
# enemy fire. His actions reflected extraordinary courage, loyalty, and devotion to his comrades.

s

Peter Badcoe

Major Peter Badcoe was awarded the Victoria Cross posthumously for repeated acts of
gallantry during 1967 while serving with South Vietnamese regional forces. He repeatedly led
attacks against heavily defended enemy positions, often exposing himself to extreme danger in
order to inspire and direct those around him.

Badcoe became widely respected for his fearless leadership and willingness to place himself in
harm’s way to protect others. He was killed in action in April 1967 while leading another attack
8 against enemy forces.

Ray Simpson

Warrant Officer Class Two Ray Simpson earned the Victoria Cross in May 1969 during intense
fighting against North Vietnamese troops. Serving alongside indigenous soldiers and South
Vietnamese forces, Simpson repeatedly moved through heavy enemy fire to rescue wounded
personnel, reorganise defensive positions, and direct supporting fire.

Although wounded himself, he refused evacuation and continued assisting his comrades

f courage during a large-scale enemy attack in May 1969. Amid confusion, darkness, and intense

Wl cnemy fire, Payne moved across the battlefield gathering isolated soldiers and leading them to
8 safety.

Despite suffering wounds himself, he repeatedly returned into danger to rescue others. His

4 calm leadership and determination were instrumental in saving many lives during the

engagement.

Richard Norden
Private Richard Norden became the fifth Australian Vietnam veteran to receive the Victoria
Cross, awarded posthumously in 2024 for actions during the Battle of Fire Support Base Coral
= in May 1968.

B Y Serving with 1st Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (1RAR), Norden repeatedly exposed
} himself to intense enemy fire in attempts to rescue wounded comrades and recover fallen
soldiers during a fierce North Vietnamese assault. At the time, he received the Distinguished
Conduct Medal, but decades later a review determined his actions met the standard required

for the Victoria Cross.



fficer of the Order \0)

GALLANTRY DECORATIONS ORDER OF AUSTRALIA

Victoria Cross for Australia (VC) Star of Gallantry (SG) Medal for Gallantry (MG) Commendation for Gallantry ‘ or OAM)

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE DECORATIONS LIAN BRAVERY DECORATIONS

Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) Distinguished Service Medal (DSM) Commendation for Distinguished Service

CONSPICUOUS SERVICE DECORATIONS MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARDS

Conspicuous Service Cross (CSC) Conspicuous Service Medal (CSM)

DEFENCE OPERATIONAL SERVICE/CAMPAIGN MEDALS

i

DEFENCE OPERATIONAL SERVICE/CAMPAIGN MEDALS CIVILIAN SERVICE MEDALS

Civilian Service Medal 1939-1945 Police Overseas Service Medal Humanitarian Overseas Service Medal

CIVILIAN SERVICE MEDALS

National Emergency Medal National Police Service Medal National Medal

OTHER DEFENCE SERVICE MEDALS

ENCE SERVICE MEDALS COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS

Anniversary of National Service 80th Anniversary Armistice 3
Y 75 Nl LS o Australian Sports Medal Centenary Medal

Produced by the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, 2013. The image of the Victoria Cross for Australia was provided by the Australian War Memorial. Medal photography by Matt Kelso-Object Art Photographics, Rob Little-Digital Images and the National Library of Australia.
Graphic design by Swell Design Group. This poster is copyright. Apart from any use as permitted under the Copyright Act 1968, no part of this poster may be reproduced by any process without the written permission of the Commonwealth of Australia.

This guide does not represent the official order of wearing for Australian honours which can be found along with other information about Australian honours and awards at www.itsanhonour.gov.au



Understanding Australian Military Medals and Honours

Australian military medals and honours are awarded to recognise the service, sacrifice, bravery, and dedication of
members of the Australian Defence Force. They serve as an enduring reminder of the contributions made by
servicemen and women in times of war, conflict, peacekeeping, humanitarian operations, and national service.
Beyond their physical appearance, medals carry deep personal meaning for veterans and their families, often
representing stories of hardship, courage, mateship, and commitment to duty.

The Australian Honours and Awards system includes several categories of military recognition. These include
gallantry and bravery awards, distinguished and meritorious service awards, campaign and operational service
medals, long service and good conduct medals, and commemorative medals. Some decorations recognise acts of
exceptional courage under enemy fire, while others acknowledge sustained dedication and professionalism over
many years of service.

One of the highest and most respected awards is the Victoria Cross for Australia (VC), which is awarded for the
most conspicuous gallantry in action in the presence of the enemy. Other important gallantry decorations include
the Star of Gallantry (SG), Medal for Gallantry (MG), and Commendation for Gallantry. These awards are only
bestowed in exceptional circumstances and reflect acts of bravery far beyond normal expectations.

Campaign and operational medals are awarded to personnel who have served in particular conflicts or
operational areas. Australian veterans may wear medals recognising service in the First and Second World Wars,
Korea, Malaya, Vietnam, East Timor, Iraq, Afghanistan, and numerous peacekeeping operations around the world.
These medals acknowledge not only the dangers faced during service, but also the willingness of Australians to
serve wherever they are needed.

Long service medals are another important part of the honours system and recognise years of dedicated and
exemplary service within the Defence Force. Decorations such as the Defence Long Service Medal and National
Medal acknowledge commitment, reliability, and professionalism over extended periods of time.

The order in which medals are worn is known as the “Order of Wearing” and reflects the significance and
precedence of each award. Medals are traditionally worn on the left side of the chest during commemorative
services and formal occasions. Family members may wear the medals of deceased relatives on the right side as a
mark of remembrance and respect, ensuring the service and sacrifice of past generations continue to be
honoured.

Each medal ribbon also carries significance, with colours and designs often symbolising aspects of the conflict,
service branch, or type of award. To many veterans, the ribbon alone can instantly bring back memories of
particular operations, deployments, comrades, and moments in time.

For many veterans and their families, medals are far more than pieces of metal and ribbon. They represent
sacrifice, service, resilience, and the bonds formed between those who served together. They are also a visible
reminder to the wider community of the debt owed to those who have worn the nation’s uniform.

Whether awarded for bravery in combat, long and faithful service, or participation in difficult operations
overseas, Australian military honours help preserve the legacy of those who served. They ensure that the
courage, dedication, and sacrifices of Australian servicemen and women are formally recognised and never
forgotten.



BINGO at the RSL

7

» Every Tuesday at the RSL, in the downstairs dining area.

~ Doors open at 12 midday

~ Eyes down at 1:00pm

~ 10 games plus a flyer game (side games if humbers permit)
~ Cash Prizes - Lucky Door Prize.

» We will always endeavour to have a snack available on the day
at a very reasonable cost.

~ Come along and bring your friends and neighbours for a fun
afternoon.

. Scheduled to finish around 2:45pm %
\

B



Dinner Menu — May

& Friday 1* of May
)\ ' v Salt and Pepper Squid with Chips and Salad
v Apple and Rhubarb Crumble

" Friday 8" of May
& . Roast Pork with Vegetables and Gravy
v Steamed Jam Pudding with Custard

/]

' v Butter Chicken with Steamed Rice and Papadums
v Trifle Cups

' Friday 22" of May

. | v Beef Stroganoff
| ~ Chocolate Cheesecake

Costis: $27.00 for members $30.00 for non-members
$27.00 for under 18yrs $22.00 for children under 12yrs

Bookings are essential. Either in person or call/text 0436 934 286.
Bookings must be made by 12 noon on the Wednesday prior.
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About the RSL

Membership

We are Australia’s largest ex-service
organisation, founded in 1916 to sup-

port veterans and their families. Initially

focused on repatriation and medical

services for WW1 veterans, the RSL’s
mission has evolved to address the

changing needs of each generation of

servicemen and women.

Core Functions:
Veteran Welfare
Advocacy
Commemoration
Support for Families
Camaraderie

Public Education

We are always looking to bring new members into our group! If you know
anyone that may be interested in joining us, please pass them our contact
details, or even just give them this newsletter.

No doubt, there are many Veterans out there in the community that have not
thought about joining their local RSL. There are many more community
members that we would like to invite into our ranks as well. They just need to

be aware that we are here!

We are here to provide a place for the Veteran community and members of
the community in general to mix, relax and enjoy some like-minded company.

Change of Contact Details

We don’t want to lose contact with members. So please let the Secretary
know if you change your address, phone or email details.

Significant Dates

General Meetings

Committee Meetings

Morning Tea and Chat

Monday—1 Jun 2026
Monday— 6 Jul 2026
Monday—3 Aug 2026

Committee Meetings will be
called as deemed necessary.

Don’t forget that the Sub-Branch hosts a Morning Tea every
Wednesday morning at 10:00am. Light refreshments
available for a small donation. This is open to everyone, so
bring along a friend or neighbour!

On This Day Event Remarks
3 May 1917 Battles for Bullecourt Second attempt for small part of Hindenburg Line
4 May 1942 Battle of the Coral Sea First Air/Sea battle in history
8 May 1945 Victory in Europe
12 May 1968 Fire Support Base—Coral First attack— 9 Australians dead, 28 wounded.
13 May 1943 End of North Africa Campaign Ended after decisive allied victory in Tunisia.
14 May 1943 AHS Centaur sunk Japanese submarine sank Australian Hospital Ship; 268 dead
25 May 2006 Operation ASTUTE, East Timor Quell unrest and return stability in 2006 East Timor crisis.
26 May 1968 Fire Support Base—Balmoral First attack—3 Australian dead, 14 wounded.
29 May UN Peacekeepers Day
31 May 1942 Sydney Harbour Japanese submarines attack Sydney harbour

31 May 1902

Boer War Ends




RSL-SA Application for Service Membership

| hereby apply to be admitted as a Service Member of the Returned & Services League of Australia and a member of
the: Sub-Branch.

Personal Details

Title: Given Mames:

Surmame:

Honours [ Awards / Decorations (Post Nominals):

Sex: D.0.B: Country of Birth:

Postal Address:

Suburb: Post Code: State / Country:
Phone(W): (H): (M):
Email:

Service Details [Flease attach proof of service)

Service Number: PM Keys Number: Rank:

Service: [ AirForce [ Army [ Navy Type: [ Regqular [ Reserve [ NMational Service [ | Other
If Other: Provide Detais)

Date of Enlistment: Discharge Cerlificale No if appicable):

Date of Discharge: Length of Service: Years: Months:

Campaign & Service Medals:

Theatres of Operations or Conflicts (cheek ail appiicatie)

[ World \War 2 [ Vietnam [ Peacekeeping [ Regular Forces [] East Timor
[ Korea [ |BCOF (Japan) [ Somalia [ Reserves /CMF [ | Afghanistan
[ Malayan Emergency | | Borneo Confrontation [ Gulf War / Kuwait [ | National Service [ |lrag

Other:

Previous Membership Details o appicabie)
Previous Membership: [ ] Yes [ 1No Date first joined the League:

Badge number of previous membership: i apolicabie)
State & Sub-Branch of previous membership: i sopicasis)

Declaration and Agreement
[ 11 declare that the above information is true and correct,
11 agree to uphold the Constitution of the League and its By-Laws

Signature of Applicant: Date:
Proposed By: Seconded By:

Sub-Hmnch Memte: Sub-Hmnch Mamter
Accepted by Sub-Branch: \Herorary Secretary) Date:

Privacy Statement

We will not use any of the information on this membership form without your specific permission in writing, other
than to record you as a member of the League and will not pass that information to anyone outside the League.
ABN 19 219 796 904

Qectober 2017



RSL-SA Application for Affiliate Membership

| hereby apply to be admitted as a Affiliate Member of the Returned & Services League of Australia and a member of
the: Sub-Branch.

Personal Details

Title: Given Names:

Sumame:;

Sex: D.0O.B: Country of Birth:

Postal Address:

Suburb: Post Code: State / Country:
Phone(W): {H): (M):
Email:

Are you related to a Service person | Yes [ No
If “yes” please specify: Service Number: Mame:
Unit Served With: Conflict:

Previous Membership Details pappiicasie

Previous Membership: [ | Yes [T No Date first joined the League:;
Badge number of previous membership: (i appiicatic)

State & Sub-Branch of previous membership: i sppicania)

Declaration and Agreement
11 declare that the above information is true and correct.
11 agree to uphold the Constitution of the League and its By-Laws

Signature of Applicant: Date:

Proposed By: Seconded By:
Si=-granch Momoosr Sid-granch Momoosr

Date:

Accepted by Sub-Branch:

{Honorary Secretary)

Privacy Statement

We will not use any of the information on this membership form without your specific permission in writing, other
than to record you as a member of the League and will not pass that information to anyone outside the Leagus.
ABN 19 219 796 904

Outober 2007



